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Liberal Catholics 


Toward Progress: Catholics of 
the South were urged to take the 
lead in abolishing the segregated 
school system, — the recent con- 
vention of the Catholic Committee 
of the South held in Lexington, 
Kentucky, declaring that “our own 
conduct... frequently has not con- 
formed to our religious convict- 
ions.” It was urged that segrega- 
tion be ended in Catholic churches, 
that all Catholic graduate and pro- 
fessional schools immediately ad- 
mit qualified Negro students and 
that steps be taken at once to admit 
them to colleges. Another resolu- 
tion criticized “gentlemen with a 
colonial viewpoint” who practiced 
North-South wage differentials. 

U. S. Better Than Europe? A 
New Orleans priest, the Rev. Carl 
Schutten, representing the Nation- 
al Catholic Bishop’s Re-Settlement 
Program, recently reported that 
150 displaced persons resettled on 
Louisiana sugar cane plantations 
were so ill-paid their children 
were “crying for food and milk.” 
He conceded that the DP’s weren’t 
any worse off than native Ameri- 
cans who worked in the sugar cane 
fields of Louisiana. Men work for 
$2.90 for a 9-hour day, — women 
get $2.80 for an 8-hour day. And 
there’s no pay for rainy days. He 
estimated that cane field workers 
averaged about 4 full days per 
week, — thus making less than $12 
a week. Father Schutten said hous- 
ing for the cane field workers was 
not bad but that they had to buy 
furnishings, pay electric and gas 
bills, food and clothes, and that the 
only place for the DP’s to cash 
their checks was the plantation 
commissary where prices for staples 
are higher than in New Orleans. 
Thus the DP never quite makes 
ends meet, gets in debt to the plan- 
tation store and can never get 
ahead enough to pay his debts and 
leave. Conditions were described 
as “semi-servitude.” The Displaced 
Persons Commission has ordered 
an investigation of DP conditions 
in Louisiana. 


667 F PEACE BREAKS OUT” — this peculiar phrase, frequently 

heard in official circles, ironically reveals the distortion which 
war-thinking has brought to modern life. “If peace breaks out, there’ll 
be a depression,” “If peace breaks out, it’ll hurt my business ;” “If peace 
breaks out, it’ll ruin my career.” It is like a man living on drugs or al- 
eohol. A thorough cure may bring discomfort or pain, but the only 
alternate is inevitable collapse and death. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


USSIAN-U. S. RELATIONS: As this information service has in- 
sisted for years, war between the U. S. and Russia is simply not in 
the picture — unless certain forces in the West (powerful business 
groups and the Roman Catholic hierarchy who greatly fear Russian rev- 
olutionary influence) force the issue and create situations that make war 
unavoidable. But again the Soviet, in present maneuvers, has revealed 
it does not want war. But on the other hand, Russia does not want har- 
mony, cooperation — they do not want peace. 

Our military propagandists are striving to force the deduction 
that since the Soviet does not want peace, they therefore want war. That 
deduction is a false and deliberate twisting of the facts. At no point in 
the whole Communist world has it been shown that the Russians are pre- 
paring for aggressive war against the U. S. or any of our interests, as 
high ranking military observers have admitted on several occasions. (See 
Between The Lines, Dec. 20, ’48.) There have been no massing of armies 
for extensive invasion or even maneuvers pertaining to large scale in- 
vasion; no massing of large marine transports (which Russia does not 
even possess); no massing of long range bombing planes (which Russia 
does not possess, their accent being on huge fleets of fast fighter planes). 

WHAT THE RUSSIANS DO WANT is continued uncertainty, 
disorder, confusion which will breed distress, desperation and fear among 
the common people of the earth. The Communists want us to keep on being 
frightened, so that we will continue to drain our economy by excessive 
military spending. Then they expect great economic distress to overtake the 
capitalistic world and that will be their great hour of opportunity. That is the 
prophecy and doctrine of Marxist teachings to which they adhere rigidly. 

But progressive Christian capitalism js so far superior to the oppres- 
sive tyrannical practices of communism that our peaceful victory would 
be visibly certain and inevitable if the monopolistic reactionary capital- 
ists, working with and through our military, did not insist so vigorously 
on fulfilling the prophecies of Karl Marx! 

The next decisive question is whether we will use the Atlantic 
Pact as a great weapon of peace and security or as another means to con- 
tinue the orgy of military spending. 


HE ATLANTIC PACT was launched months ago with a big pub- 
licity campaign aimed at putting the Pact over before the Confer- 
ence of Foreign Ministers met in May. At that time and since, Between 
The Lines has cautioned its readers that the Pact was not as it seemed; 
that while on the surface it was a worthy attempt to unite the western 
democracies into a peaceful alliance, behind the scenes it was a plan 
through which our military strategists intended to re-arm impoverished 
western Europe and to thrust the American defense system to the 
northern borders of Russia — which would no more aid peace than if 
Russia attempted to do the same thing in Cuba or Guatemala. When 
congressional hearings behind closed doors prodded these facts out of 
our War Dept. strategists, congressional enthusiasm waned like air from 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Labor News 


“The Impartial Chairman 
System”? of settling labor disputes, 
long a recognized factor in the re- 
markable strikeless record of the 
garment manufacturing industry 
which was once the scene of the 
most vicious strikes in America, is 
slowly beginning to take hold in 
other industries. Most strike or 
wage negotiations are conducted 
with labor groups on one side of 
the table and management on the 
other — each taking turns in pro- 
viding a parliamentary chairman. 
The “Impartial Chairman System” 
means that a permanent chairman 
is selected by a joint committee of 
management and labor, this chair- 
man being given the authority to 
rule on all matters of controversy 
that might threaten to deadlock the 
negotiations. The influence of such 
a chairman, selected with the ree- 
ognition on both sides that he is 
without personal interest or preju- 
dice, is such that the little sparks 
of disagreement and bitterness that 
san so often fan up into dangerous 
controversies are not permitted to 
persist. The Impartial Chairman 
also has the final voice in settling 
any disputes that arise under the 
terms of the contract after the ne- 
gotiations have been completed 
and the contracts are in force. 

There is unanimous conviction 
among union and management 
leaders in the garment trade that 
the “Impartial Chairman System” 
could be applied in any industry 
where both sides are prepared to 
abide by an arbitrator’s decisions. 
The difficulty in many cases is 
that labor leaders do not want to 
give up their arbitrary power to 
cail a strike, and management does 
not want to surrender its right to 
use the lock-out as a final threat. 
Some such statement as, “We'll 
shut the plant up for good and 
move it South” is the weapon 
union-hating employers have often 
held as the background of ne- 


gotiation. The agreement to 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Labor News 


(continued) 


abide by an impartial arbitrator’s 
decision is primarily an agreement 
to want to get along peacefully. 
When men are willing to make that 
decision the rest will follow easily, 
say experienced negotiators in labor 
disputes. 


Another Example of | labor- 
management accord: The president 
of the Apex Electrical Manufactur- 
ing Co. in Cleveland and the presi- 
dent of the local branch of the In- 
ternational Assn. of Machinists are 
each enthusiastic the way 
their union and company get along. 
Both explain that neither side has 


over 


given up its independence in work- 
ing out a cooperative relationship. 
They don’t have a union-dominated 
company nor a company-dominated 
union. 

The confidence between the two 
elements is perplexing to employ- 
ers who are obsessed with holding 
blindly to “management’s right to 
manage.” Because at Apex, respon- 
sibility for individual production 
schedules, which incentive 
pay is based, with a time- 
study made up of 
union-dominated, company-trained 
members who retain their union af- 
filiation. They establish rates which 
must be approved by the head of 
the company’s standards depart- 
ment, the foreman in charge of the 
particular operation, a_ special 
union representative and the union 
member who is going to do the job. 
This union-regulated production 
system, instead of holding down 
production and boosting wages, has 
built Apex up to a very favorable 
competitive with 
manufacturers in their line. 

Not only has production efficien- 
up, 


upon 
rests 
committee 


position other 


cy gone but speed-up com- 
plaints, such as caused the recent 
Ford strike, are eliminated. And 
the relationship — be- 
tween 


cooperative 
labor and management at 
Apex stood up under a recent se- 
vere test when it became necessary 
to lay off a group of employees be- 
cause of a drop in orders and a 
heavy inventory. The union and 
company worked together in 
vasing the area for other jobs for 
the displaced workers and placed 
nearly 75 per cent of them. 

The Apex president, C. G. 
Frantz, believes that mutual trust 
between management and employ- 
ees is the crux of good relations. 


san- 


He also stresses the importance of 
recognizing the “personal dignity” 
of employees and their right to 
regular reports on the condition of 
the business, whether good or bad. 
On this management and 
labor at Apex work together for the 
good of all. 

The American Management 
Assn. recently issued a_ re- 
search report on the possibility of 

(continued third col., THIS page) 


basis, 


has 





X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


a punctured tire. The Paris Conference over, Congress still didn’t act. 
With pressure now being renewed for congressional action, it 
should be frankly recognized that the Atlantic Pact was first weleomed 
by the people of Europe and America as a peaceful alliance, but as the 
intentions buried within it arose to the surface, the European people re- 


coiled, and the American people — especially the few who were inform- 
ed — and the American Congress did not really want it. Despite war- 


like propaganda, many people do not believe war or war-like dealings with 
Russia are necessary. The people are instinctively more accurate in their 
response, even when they do not know all the facts than the politico-in- 
dustrial-militarists whose personal careers depend on an ever-expanding 
military domination over civilian life. Big steel, big oil, big airplane pro- 


duction, all linked with the politico-militarist crowd — some in Con- 
eressional seats, some in the War Dept. — have tried to stampede the 


country again — have fortunately once more failed. 

THE ACTION Congress will finally take on the Atlantic Pact 
3ut the 
majority in Congress, sensitive to the fears and anxieties of the people, 
know that while any peaceful alliance is welcome, steps toward war are 
feared and despised in spite of all the propaganda otherwise. 

REAL PEACE MOVE: The most important trend now taking 
place is the energetic effort by a large group of influential citizens to 
make the Atlantic Pact a REAL peace move to bolster the UN instead 
of further weakening it, which the Pact, as originally proposed. certainly 
would have done. (See Between The Lines, May 9, 49.) This group is 
ealled the “Atlantie Union Committee for a Federal Convention of De- 
mocracies” and includes such distinguished Americans as Justice Owen 
J. Roberts, Sen. Paul H. Douglas, Wm. L. Clayton, Elmo Roper and 
many others who propose to make the Atlantie Pact the first instrument 
of a genuine world government movement within the agencies of the UN 


instead of 


will be frosted over to sound like full congressional support. 


outside of the UN as some of the other world government 
programs propose. Watch for any local manifestations of this movement 
and give it your attention. The Atlantic Pact COULD thus be a great 


beginning — if it becomes more than just another military alliance. 
W ORLD TRADE PACT: While so much steam and energy has been 
expended rather futilely on the Atlantic Pact, there has been lying 
in diseard in the pigeon holes of Congress a very vital matter that could 
rapidly aid in the restoration of peace and world prosperity. It is the 
International Trade Organization, signed recently with 54 nations com- 
mitting the signatory nations to set aside the multitudinous so-called 
“protective” trade and currency restrictions so that trade and commerce 
might flow freely to and from all countries. This Pact must be ratified by 
our Congress before it will be recognized by other nations who are now 
watching anxiously for American action. 

Russia is naturally opposed to this international trade pact and 
has fought it all along, for Russia has many trade restrictions and the 
most severe currency controls. 

But, ironically, American big business interests are also fighting 
it, for apparently many American industrial and financial leaders agree 
with Communist philosophy that the strong should exercise their power 
and authority to keep the weak helpless while the strong wax stronger. 
The same big corporations, who shout so loud about free enterprise where 
they are in a dominant position at home, are fighting against free enter- 
prise where efforts are being made to restore it in world trade. American 
trade regulations and tariff restrictions have exerted such increasing 
pressure to the disadvantage of others that world trade cannot thrive 
until we are willing to make some compromises. The British share this 
guilt with us, but Britain’s government and trade spokesmen have 
pledged a reform of the London viewpoint. 

However, the non-partisan American trade specialists, who have 
attempted to bring American interests in line, are being smeared as “do- 
gooders” and “New Deal radicals” by elements who will say or write 
anything their powerful and wealthy bosses command . 

All this is underscored by the fact that one of the most important 
management groups in America, the Committee for Economie Develop- 
ment, made up of the younger progressive industrial leaders who believe 
in genuine Christian capitalism, has come out vigorously for the Inter- 
national Trade Agreements. (The CED is the management organi- 
zation formerly led by Paul Hoffman of Studebaker.) 

This country is moving into a serious trade decline and the whole 
world is moving with us. It seems incredible that at such an hour the think- 
mg of any man could be so blindly selfish that he cannot see that even 
self-interest now demands a wider view of the world’s needs. The recovery 
of vigorous world trade is essential to arrest the widening world economic 
recession. The alternative is increased hunger and desperation, which will 
bring the further spread of communism — with its inevitable climax in 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Labor News 

(continued) 
stepping up productivity through 
labor-management cooperation and 
this study, prepared by Ernest Dale 
of the graduate faculties of Yale 
and Columbia, stressed mutual 
confidence, well-disposed leaders on 
both sides, — and emphasized that 
personalities and attitudes have 
more to do with the actual working 
out of any program than _ tech- 
niques. 

Cyrus S. Ching, Director of the 
Federal Mediation and Concilia- 
tion Service and an industrial fig- 
ure honored by both management 
and labor for his fairness, recently 
stated that labor unions are usually 
much better prepared with facts 
and figures than management in 
negotiation sessions. He indicated 
that management groups depend 
more on “their fears and preju- 
dices than on the facts.” Mr. Ching, 
the 
Association Conven- 


speaking before American 
Management 
tion, asked that management “quit 
with its and 


try some salesmanship and facts 


thinking emotions 
in presenting unions with manage- 
ment’s views.” Representatives of 
several corporations reported their 
success in revising Management- 
labor relations on a more coopera- 
tive and fruitful basis. 
and profit-sharing 
guaranteed 


ment, work miracles in 


Incentive 
plans, with 
long-range employ- 
employee 
attitudes and in production — ac- 
cording to the statements of sev- 
eral progressive industrial manage- 
ment groups. 

Labor and Asia: Without pub- 
licity or fanfare, some of Ameri- 
ca’s shrewdest labor figures have 
been rushed to the Orient to work 
with the labor groups in Asia to 
do what they can to win the or- 
ganized workers of the East away 
from the Communist appeal for 
the “downtrodden” and to help 
them see that the “American way” 
has more to offer. These labor rep- 
will establish head- 
quarters in Tokyo and Bombay to 
distribute literature, propaganda, 
information and 
even funds — to 
labor leaders who are as yet still 
sympathetic with the American 
laboring man’s viewpoint of free- 
dom as well as prosperity for the 
worker. 

The job will be hard and we may 
be too late starting it, for Commu- 
nist agents long ago spread out 
from Moscow and are already well 
organized in most of Asia’s indus- 
trial centers. The Reds have made 
sweeping headway in Japan, Ma- 
laya, the and 
where. By setting up strong free 


resentatives 


and 
those Far East 


advice — 


Philippines else- 
democratie labor organization cen- 


ters in India and Japan, it is 


hoped to curb the even greater 
Communist labor activity that will 
(continued on NEXT page) 





Labor News 


(continued) 


fan out from Communist China. 
The American labor men entrusted 
by American authorities with the 
task have had tough realistie ex- 
perience in fighting Communists. 
Irving Brown, who goes to India 
for the AFL, has been in Europe 
for several years aiding the non- 
Communist unions in France and 
Germany. Richard Deverall, who is 
going to Tokyo, served under Mac- 
Arthur in Japan, accomplishing 
a remarkable job of penetrating 
and working with the Japanese la- 
bor groups in his capacity as rep- 
resentative of the American Army 
of Occupation. The work being 
done by these two labor represen- 
tatives and their helpers will com- 
prise one of our most strategic 
and effective fronts against com- 
munism. 
sorbed 
the 
hunting in 


ab- 
and 
spy 


Yet news channels, 
with strike headlines 
hysterics of small-time 
America, with a few 
ignored entirely the 
news of this highly important ef- 
fort 


exceptions, 


to eurb communism. 





The Staff of Life 

Bread is becoming largely a loaf 
f chemicals with syntheties substi- 
tuted increasingly for milk, short- 
ening and pure grain, according to 
recent the Food 
and Drug Administration in Wash- 
ington. Among the experts testify- 
ing were representatives from the 
Atlas Powder Carbide and 
Chemicals Corporations, Glyeo Co. 
and other large chemical compan- 
ies, whose chemicals used in the 
bread you buy include oxyethylene 
monostearate (an artificial soften- 
cr to conceal staleness), chlorine di- 
oxide, benzoyl 


hearings before 


Co., 


peroxide, sodium 
alum, potassium bromate and poly- 
oxyethelene. These chemicals are 
used us substitutes for natural in- 
evredients and also to bleach and 
preserve freshness, but they reduce 
the food value. The familiar soft 
white loaf has been called “a bloat- 
ed bleached phony that tastes like 
wall paper paste.” 

The hearings have at- 
tempted to establish new standards 
for commercial bread, — and to lay 
down rules as to what a loaf may 
or may not contain — and what in- 
formation should be printed on the 
wrapper. But the powerful milling 
lobby has tried to push through a 
bill that would make it practically 
impossible for the FDA to convict 
and punish any food manufacturer 
whose food product poisoned or in- 
jured the health of anyone; the 
FDA now ean convict on evidence 
that the product does harm, — the 
milling lobby wants to force the 
FDA to prove “willful intent”, an 
obvious impossibility. Opposing 

(continued third col., THIS page) 


recent 


IT’S NEVER BEEN TRIED! 














Nothing has ever failed so miserably as war. In much of the 
world, civilization has been almost totally destroyed as a result of 
philosophies of defense. Something is radically and fundamentally 
wrong, although the military mind tries to dodge it and the ma- 
terialist tries to deny it. But both are now admitting their growing 
sense of failure as they beg the scientist to devise means of saving 
us. Yet the leading scientists themselves are in rebellion against 
the whole program of militarism and nationalism, — startling 
statements are appearing in scientific journals along that line. The 
one unanimous note in the voice of thinking men everywhere is 
that our salvation must be spiritual. We will find the path some 
day, — and its way will be the miracle of love. Christ taught it, 
— Gandhi has given a modern demonstration of it. Will we learn 
in time? 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


war — and in the end bombed-out cities and poverty and hunger every- 
where for rich and poor. 


Atom CONTROL is the most significant and literally the most 
deadly question of our day. In spite of all the denials in Washing- 
ton, it is still true that the motives behind congressional attacks against 
David Lilienthal and the leadership of the Atomic Energy Commission 
are chiefly: (1) to get atom control back into the hands of the military ; 
(2) to get it out of the hands of those who believe that public resources 
belong to the people. Few close to the firing lines in Washington doubt 
this. The wide publicity given the statements by Secretary of Defense 
Johnson that the military do not want to regain control of the atom was 
political eyewash. Time will show that what Johnson really meant was 
“We are not asking a military monopoly again but we are asking that 
atom development be put in the hands of civilians 1000 loyal to the 
military viewpoint and who follow the wishes of high brass and braid with- 
out so many questions and restraints as the present atom control crowd 
are always popping at us.” 

Lilienthal believes in public ownership of public resources as against 
private exploitation of public resources. And the fact that Senator Hick- 
lenlooper is being backed and flanked by the private utility boys is also 
so widely known and so visible that such newsmen as Thomas Stokes of 
Scripps Howard, Drew Pearson and others have commented freely. 

BUT THE DEEPEST CORE of this controversy is that the ci- 
vilian atom control group under Lilienthal have shown reluctance to go 
along with the trigger-happy group in the War Dept. who have been 
secretly, and often not so secretly, urging a preventative atomic war 
against Russia. Most of the scientists, — nuclear and otherwise, — the 
historians and the the scholars in our universities vfewed with great mis- 
givings the flamboyant use of the A-bombs at Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

(continued on NEXT page) 





The Staff of Life 


(continued) 


the milling lobby (aided by many 
chemical concerns) are representa- 
tives from the lard, dried milk and 
egg industries who testified that 
the consumption of “fats and 
lards” alone would be reduced 50 
million pounds a year if the bakers 
are permitted to substitute more 
chemical products and that about 
the only food value left would be a 
little bleached flour. 

The recent order giving the mill- 
ers till August 1 to stop using the 
chemical “agene” for aging their 
flour has resulted in a search for 
some other chemical for aging the 
flour, and if the new chemical is 
harmful, nothing can be done 
about it if the milling lobby suc- 
ceeds in putting over their new bill 
which practically nullifies the pow- 


er of the FDA. 


Meanwhile the Agricultural 
Dept. released some interesting 


figures on bread costs and prices 
between January and October of 
last year. The farmers were getting 
30 per cent less for wheat, but the 
retail price of bread rose to the all- 
time high of 14.5 cents a pound. In 
the third quarter of 1948 the six 
big baking companies made profits 
of $103 million as compared to $95 
million during the corresponding 
period in 1947: 

But don’t blame your independ- 
ent local baker for the kind of 
bread that is creating such a dis- 
turbance in Congress. He has to 
use the flour that the big milling 
companies produce; in their pro- 
cessing they add many of the chem- 
icals mentioned, — the giant bak- 
ing corporations do the rest of the 
damage. 
flour 


Advertising pressure by 
and bread companies have 
kept these Washington investiga- 
tions very quiet, but the Food and 
Drug Administration deserves pub- 
lie backing for its struggle to pro- 
tect the nation’s health. 





The Other View: A Roman 
Catholie priest in Czechoslovakia, 
Father Josef Lukacovie, recently 
defied Prague’s Archbishop Beran 
and wrote a newspaper article in 
support of the present government, 
in which he stated: “Those who 
go with progress are acting ration- 
ally. Those who oppose it will soon- 
er or later be swept away by the 
eurrent.” This despite Beran’s 
threat of ex-communication ! 





In Prague, Communist Pres. 
Gottwald was seen going down the 
street with an umbrella over his 
head on a bright summer day. A 
puzzled bystander asked, “My 
dear Mr. President, why do you 
earry a raised umbrella on such a 
beautiful day ?” “Oh,” replied Gott- 
wald, “haven’t you heard? It’s 
raining in Moscow.” 





Race and Democracy 


Union Discrimination: One of 
the most ironic phases in the 
struggle for a more democratic 
America — a struggle that has a 
fundamental place in our success 
in combating communism — is the 
racial policy of some of the largest 
labor unions. Although ten states 
now have laws forbidding job dis- 
crimination because of race or re- 
ligion, and over thirty states al- 
ready have statutes or are in the 
process of setting up statutes bar- 
ring discrimination in public em- 
ployment, some of the biggest rail- 
road still bar 
Mexican-Americans or 
Americans from membership in 
their unions and use 
fluence to bar the same American 
citizens from earning a livelihood 
employment. The 
3rotherhood of Lo- 
comotive Engineers; Brotherhood 
of Locomotive Firemen and En- 
ginemen ; Brotherhood of Railroad 


unions Negroes, 


J apanese- 


their in- 


in railroad 
unions are the 


Conductors and  Switchmen’s 
Union of North These 
same unions are marching with 
large banners in the parade to se- 
cure greater justice and security 
for the American worker and the 
underprivileged! A congressional 
committee studying the need for 
national Fair Employment legisla- 
tion has demanded, that the heads 
of these unions appear before the 


America. 


committee and present the reasons 
for the unions’ discrimination. 


Honors to Negro: Already 
elected as captain of next year’s 
Yale football team, Levi Jackson, 
Yale’s famous Negro football star, 
has been elected «2 member of one 
of Yale’s most coveted honor secret 
societies — shattering another of 
the traditional racial barriers of 
American university life. Not only 
was Jackson accepted as a member 
of the exclusive Berzelius Frater- 
nity, but he had also been invited 
to join five other of Yale’s most 
famous honor societies. Jackson, a 
native of New Haven, Conn., in 
addition to star athlete, 
ranks high in scholarship. 


being a 


Land of Opportunity: James 
Miller Robinson, 35 year old Negro 
from recently re- 
nounced his American citizenship 
“which was second-class at best.” 
He prefers to live in Prague, 
Czechoslovakia, where he says he 
“ean work with dignity.” He is not 
a member of the Communist Par- 


Chicago, has 


ty, but he says that he has more 
opportunities for a good life than 
in America where he would have to 
shine shoes. In Prague he works 
48 hours a week as a plumber, gets 
good wages, enjoys unsegregated 
recreation, lives in a hotel. 

The South Advances: The 
South itself is changing many bas- 


ic attitudes on racial problems. 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


There is a very strong feeling among the atom scientists themselves and 
the civilians in control of the atom experiments, that the same trigger- 
happy crowd in our War Dept. must not have easy access to our stock 
pile of A-bombs. They must not be in a position to start using A-bombs 
without such wide and thorough council as did not proceed the attack 
on Hiroshima. 

Lilienthal, while cooperating loyally with the military in develop- 
ing the atom as a weapon, has also kept close to the thinking of the 
leading nuclear man — scientists, such as Oppeuheimer, Fermi, Einstein, 
etc., who are the only ones who really know what we have in the atom! 
bomb. A lot of the military still talk about it as a new bubble toy and seem 
to be unable, intellectually or morally, to grasp the international and long- 
range moral and spiritual significance of the use of this tremendous power. 
President Truman, though loyal to Lilienthal for political reasons, has 
at times revealed himself as belonging to this rather shallow, dangerous 
crowd when he has said almost tlippantly that we will not hesitate to use 
the atom bomb again if need be. The scientists who really know the 
atomic tield do not feel so casual about it. The very nature of their work 
keeps them mindful of the fact that before many years every nation of 
importance will have plenty of atom bombs and that the making of these 
terrible weapons will have become relatively inexpensive and simple. How 
will such strutting, threatening, and flippant words look on history pages 
when we stand cowering with the rest of the world before this power 
we have not learned to master? 

BUT SOME MIGHT ASK “why shouldn’t we strut — we got it 
first, didn’t we? But who is meant by we? Native born Americans? The 
fact is that atomic development was largely achieved by some American 
scientists in cooperation with many foreigners who were driven to our 
shores by persecution. 

THE SCIENTISTS NEVER LOSE SIGHT of the universality 
of science itself — of the atom especially. Because scientists are more 
concerned with knowledge and facts than they are with frontiers, flags 
and strutting nationalism, they are always one jump ahead of the Amen- 
can Legion and two jumps ahead of the War Dept. — with congressional 
committees breathing down their necks. The fact that knowledge, science 
and truth are universal is something many congressmen, most military 
and far too few of the rest of us seem to realize. Thus scientists are ex- 
tremely interested in the experiments, discoveries and thoughts of other 
peoples — even Russians! 

It was the world-minded attitudes, experiences and contacts of 
the scientists that caused so much heat and fumes to arise in Washing- 
ton investigations, — investigations carried on far too often by little 
men whose small mindedness, small vision and sheer illiteracy made them 
shout accusations against men whose very world concepts aroused sus- 
yicions and antagonisms. Lilienthal, because he is inclined to think and 
nove in the realm of the larger more universal understanding of atomic 
development, has offended many in Congress, in military circles and else- 
where, and they have been out to “get him.” The attacks on Lilienthal 
have become so obvious in motive and so absurd that even such defenders 
of the status quo as Walter Lippman, David Lawrence and others have 
cried a halt to the little men in Washington who have tried to use these 
accusations to enhance their personal positions with the big political 
and financial powers behind the scene. 

But because of the deep significance of this cleavage, the fight 
will continue. Powerful business elements tied to the private utility com- 
bines, and the big industrial groups that are so intimately allied with the 
military through the enormous armament expenditures, are backing the 
move to get the atom back in “safe” hands — which means hands loyal 
to our most reactionary military and financial interests. Unless the lay 
minds of America, especially those whose Christian background and 
thought should make them somewhat kin to the scientist in world-mind- 
:dness, awaken to this trend and its dangers, as a nation we are certain 
to suffer severe and costly penalties — perhaps disastrous penalties. 

Of course there are Soviet spies in the U. S. just as we have spies 
working for us in Russia — something no one mentions. And any scien- 
tist or any one who carelessly or deliberately passes atomic information 
to a representative of the Soviet should be promptly jugged. The Coplon 
and Hiss trials are following that purpose with legal procedure. But the 
present big push in Washington is to dig up anybody — scientist, New 
Dealers preferred — who is a threat to big-time, monopolistic capitalism 
and ferret out any incidental experience or contact he has had in the past 
with Russia or Russians and make it look “subversive.”” Unfortunately, 

any, whose interes{s are one with the big business and big military 
groups and who care little for truth and accuracy work hard to keep the 
American people blinded and confused on this issue. 


Race and Democracy 
(continued) 
Southerners no longer stand in awe 
before the Ku Kluxers, — now 
they heckle them as they march 
down the street. Recently a group 
of Klansmen were marching down 
a street in Gainesville, Ga., when 
a Negro woman watching them 
parade by from her porch rocking 
chair called out “Send us yo’ 
sheets, white folks, we’ll wash ’um.” 
The AP report continued, “The 
Negroes lining the road grinned 
broadly and as the parade moved 
on a flock of giggling Negro chil- 
dren fell in’ behind, drumming 
loudly on tin pans.” Last February 
in South Carolina Dr. S. Green, 
grand dragon of the Klans, told a 
crowd of Klansmen and curious 
persons that unless white suprem- 
acy was maintained “the day will 
come when the black Negro may 
ask for your daughter in mar- 
riage.” A voice on the edge of the 
crowd drawled. “Well, she ean al- 
ways no, ean’t she?” The 
crowd laughed and the heckling 
continued. The AP reports this 
attitude spreading all over the 
South, taking the place of terror 
and respect that once greeted the 
Klan’s appearance. Gov. Fuller 
Warren of Florida called the 
Klansmen “hooded hoodlums and 
sheeted jerks” after a parade in 
Tallahassee. Governor Thurmond 
of South Carolina has told the 
State Police to break up Klan 

demonstrations. 


say 





Your Personal Library: A book 
that should be in the hands of 
every Christian layman interested 
in race relations in this country is 
“A Man Called White,” by Walter 
White, (The Viking Press, $3.75). 
Mr. White is Executive Secretary 
of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, — 
one of America’s most outstanding 
Negroes, a loyal citizen, and a 
great leader of his people. He is so 
light that he could pass for a white 
man any time with his blue eyes 
and blond hair. But he decided to 
share the lot of a Negro, since 
there was a strain of Negro blood 
in his veins. The moment of de- 
cision came during a race riot in 
Atlanta, when as a young man he 
saw a white mob only miraculously 
turned aside from burning his own 
home. Mr. White says in his auto- 
biography “At that moment I de- 
cided that I would infinitely rather 
be what I was than, through tak- 
ing advantage of the way of escape 
that was open to me, be one of the 
race which had forced the decision 
upon me.” This autobiography dis- 
cusses race relations in America in 
a calm and penetrating manner 
and with deep spiritual insight. If 
you want to own this book, send us 
$3.75 with your name and address 
and we will mail it to you postpaid. 





